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Council of Councils Mission Statement

The defining foreign policy challenges of the twenty-first century are global in nature. To help direct high-level
international attention and effective policy responses to these threats and opportunities, the Council on Foreign
Relations (CFR) has created a Council of Councils (CoC). The CoC is composed of twenty-seven major policy institutes
from some of the world’s most influential countries. It is designed to facilitate candid, not-for-attribution dialogue and
consensus-building among influential opinion leaders from both established and emerging nations, with the ultimate
purpose of injecting the conclusions of its deliberations into high-level foreign policy circles within members’ countries.

Participants are welcome to disclose ideas from CoC meetings, and may attribute that information to the CoC, but may not reveal
the identity, country, or affiliation of any speaker, participant, or institution attending the meeting.
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Council of Councils Thirteenth Virtual Conference

International Start Times
(Please double check your time zones)

Wednesday, February 11,2026

7:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m. Mexico City

8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m. New York | Washington | Waterloo

10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. Buenos Aires | Rio de Janeiro

1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m. London | Lagos

2:00 p.m.—3:30 p.m. Berlin | Brussels | Paris | Rome| Warsaw

3:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m. Johannesburg/ Pretoria

4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. Istanbul | Jeddah | Moscow | Tel Aviv

6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. New Delhi

8:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. Jakarta

9:00 p.m.—10:30 p.m. Beijing | Shanghai | Singapore

10:00 p.m.—11:30 p.m. Seoul | Tokyo

12:00 a.m.—1:30 a.m. Sydney



Council of Councils Thirteenth Virtual Conference

Agenda

Wednesday, February 11,2026

(All times below are in Eastern Time/U.S. and Canada)

8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m.

Join details for the session:
https://cfr.zoom.us/j/82161669291

Meeting ID: 821 6166 9291
Passcode: 849150

Open Discussion
The New U.S. National Security Strategy and
What It Means for the World

Guiding questions:

What fundamental assumptions about the international system are called into
question by the new U.S. National Security Strateqy? What assumptions should
replace them? How will the priorities of the U.S. National Security Strateqy reshape

international alliances?

Presider:
Michael Froman

President, Council on Foreign Relations (United States)

Framing remarks:
Héctor Cardenas Suarez

President, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (Mexico)

Thomas Gomart

Director, French Institute of International Relations (France)


https://cfr.zoom.us/j/82161669291

Recommended reading and listening:

Around the World #8: U.S. National Security Strategy, Thailand-Cambodia Dispute -

Dhruva Jaishankar and Rachel Rizzo, Observer Research Foundation America

Commentary: If this is how Trump treats Europe, what about Asia? - Kevin Chin, S.

Rajaratnam School of International Studies

From liberal order to civilizational defense: How the United States' National Security
Strategy Was Rewritten - Héctor Cardenas Suarez, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations

Gulf Research Center 2026 Strategic Dossier - Gulf Research Center

Independent Thinking: What does Trump’s national security strategy mean for Europe,
China and Middle East? - Bronwen Maddox and Leslie Vinjamuri, Chatham House

Lessons for Africa from US military action in Venezuela - Paul-Simon Handy, Institute for
Security Studies

The Roots of US Right-Wing Hostility toward Europe - Riccardo Alcaro, Instituto Affari

Internazionali

The Trump Administration’s National Security Strategy: Implications for Israel - Eldad

Shavit and Jesse Weinberg, Institute for National Security Studies

Trump’s Africa policy: strategy or shakedown? - Ronak Gopaldas and Priyal Singh, Institute for

Security Studies

Trump’s new national security strategy: Cut deals, hammer Europe, and tread gently around
autocrats - Laurel Rapp, Chatham House


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R224z-H81c
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary/trump-europe-greenland-envoy-impact-asia-5771801
https://revistafal.com/del-orden-liberal-a-la-defensa-civilizatoria/
https://revistafal.com/del-orden-liberal-a-la-defensa-civilizatoria/
https://www.grc.net/documents/695d091168107GRC2026StrategicDossierFinal2.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/12/independent-thinking-what-does-trumps-national-security-strategy-mean-europe-china-and
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/12/independent-thinking-what-does-trumps-national-security-strategy-mean-europe-china-and
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/lessons-for-africa-from-us-military-action-in-venezuela
https://www.iai.it/en/publications/c05/roots-us-right-wing-hostility-toward-europe
https://www.iai.it/en/publications/c05/roots-us-right-wing-hostility-toward-europe
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/trump-strategy/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/trump-s-africa-policy-strategy-or-shakedown
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/12/trumps-new-national-security-strategy-cut-deals-hammer-europe-and-tread-gently-around
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/12/trumps-new-national-security-strategy-cut-deals-hammer-europe-and-tread-gently-around
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